LEARNING TREE

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF FREE
AND OPEN EDUGATIONAL
RESOURGES (OERS)

A Simple Guide to Exploring the Free and Open
Learning Universe



For Teachers, Classrooms, & Parents

At ZUNI Learning Tree, we've been working to find the best free educational sites just for you.
Once you see how easy it is to use free and open educational resources, you'll realize they open a
whole new world of possibilities—for teachers, parents, and students alike. Here are a few quick
tips to help you understand and get started with OERs and using free/freemium resources!

OER stands for Open Educational Resources—free, high-quality learning materials that teachers,
parents, and students can use, customize, and share.

What Are Open Educational Resources (OERS)?

OERs are teaching and learning materials that are free for anyone to use, adapt, and share. The
OER movement began in the early 2000s—championed by UNESCO, The Hewlett Foundation,
and the U.S. Department of Education—with one big goal: To make high-quality learning
accessible to everyone, everywhere. In short, OERs help teachers collaborate, save time, and make
learning more engaging and accessible for everyone.

- Boost student engagement through diverse and interactive materials.

- Increase teacher collaboration and creativity (Hewlett Foundation, 2020). '\\ A0
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- Save schools and families money while maintaining or improving outcomes (Hilton, 2019)

- Encourage continuous improvement—educators refine and share resources for all.




Free us. OER — What's the Difference? K

It's easy to think “free” and “open” mean the same thing—but they don’t! o

Free resources are materials you Open Educational Resources
can use at no cost, but you (OERs) are free and open-
usually can't edit, share, or remix . 77, i} licensed. That means you have

them. You can enjoy them, but Q\S\\\\
the content stays locked by th \\r‘”’r& 3.
creator’s copyright. =\ -0
(Example: A free worksheet
download from a website or a
video you can watch but not
modify.)

permission to use, share, adapt,
and build on them—as long as
you follow simple license
guidelines (like giving credit to
the creator). (Example: A math
lesson licensed under Creative
Commons that you can edit for
your classroom or translate into
Spanish.)

Both free and open resources can be valuable—it just helps to know the difference
so you can use them with confidence.

Why This Matters for
Families

OERs make it easier for parents to >
support learning at home, explore a
child’s interests, and connect school
lessons to everyday life. You don'’t
need special software—just curiosity!
Most resources open directly in your
browser, making learning flexible and
fun for the whole family.
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Understanding “Free & Freemium”

Not everything that says free stays free forever! Some sites offer free samples but later ask for
payment.

- Freemium examples: IXL, Education.com, Newsela, and Dogo News

- Truly free sites won't ask for your credit card—just a name and email so they can report usage
to donors who help keep them free.

Trusted free sites to explore:

- Teachers Pay Teachers (Free Section) - printable lessons
- BetterLesson - standards-aligned plans . -
- Turtle Diary - interactive games N

- News for Kids - current events written for young readers

Easy Ways to Use Free

sites That Require a
Login

Many free sites ask users to log in. That's
often so they can show funders how many
people are benefiting—helping them secure
support to make more free content.

To protect student privacy, create a generic
classroom account (like “SmithClass4”).

If the site tracks progress (like Typing.com or
Khan Academy), using just a student’s first
name is enough to follow their growth safely.
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For example, ABCya offers free access on
tablets and Chromebooks, but on iPads you
may be prompted to subscribe. If that
happens, don’t worry—you can usually find
other free alternatives that work perfectly
on iPads within ZUNI’s collection.

You've heard the saying “nothing is truly
free.” Some sites keep their resources free by
displaying ads. Most of these are education-
related and safe for kids, but ad filters are
based on browsing history.

To avoid unexpected ads:

- Use devices that are dedicated to kid-safe
learning.

We do our best to keep every link in ZUNI
working, but the internet changes daily! If
something doesn’t take you where you
expected, click the link icon or use the chat
box in the bottom-right corner to let us
know—we’'ll update or replace it right away.
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Working Together (Building Community) to
Keep ZUNI Great

ZUNI and Get Curious Together are built on the belief that we learn best as a community. By
sharing your feedback and discoveries, you help us make the platform even better for students,
families, and educators everywhere.

If you have resources you would like us to consider adding to the main ZUNI, you can simply add
it to your ZUNI and use the icon to share it with the ZUNI team and/or you can use the chat
feature to share as well.
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Learn More: Free OER Tutorials & Teacher Training

Want to go deeper into OER? Explore these excellent (and totally free!) professional learning
resources:

- The Open University: An Introduction to Open Educational Resources
OER Project: Free PD and classroom integration support

MIT OpenCourseWare: Learn to discover and adapt OER

EDUCAUSE Library: Research and best practices

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Libraries: Finding open images and videos
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Texas A&M University Libraries: Texas OER Core Elements - 12 self-paced online units

- Hilton, J. (2019). Open Educational Resources, Student Efficacy, and User
Perceptions.

- Hewlett Foundation (2020). Advancing Widespread Adoption to Improve
Teaching and Learning.

- UNESCO (2019). Recommendation on Open Educational Resources.
- U.S. Department of Education (2023). #GoOpen Initiative.




